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REPORT 
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TIU'RO  ; 
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1S!)S. 


TRURO, 


1 2th  January,  1898. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  report  to  you  for  the  year  1897,  and  am  glad  to  say  that 
I  have  to  record  another  healthy  year.  Had  it  not  been  for  an  epidemic  of  Measles 
in  the  early  spring,  which  occasioned  15  deaths,  there  would  have  been  a  lower 
death-rate  than  in  any  year  of  which  I  have  the  record ;  on  looking  over  this  record, 
I  see  that  this  disease  during  the  last  thirty  years  has  occurred  almost  regularly  at 
an  interval  of  about  four  years ;  it  is,  too,  almost  always  accompanied  by  an 
outbreak  of  Whooping  Cough,  but  that  has  not  occurred  this  year. 

The  deaths  during  the  year  amounted  to  162 — males,  77  ;  females,  85. 

In  the  ten  years  1880-1889,  average  was  206’ 7;  in  the  seven  years 
1880-1886,  it  was  i98'3. 

The  death-rate  for  1897  was  i4’55  per  1,000  per  annum. 

,,  ,,  1890-1896  was  1 7 '8  per  1,000  per  annum. 

„  „  1880-1889  was  18*56  „  „ 

In  the  year  24  persons  died  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  giving 
a  zymotic  death-rate  of  2‘i  per  1,000  per  annum. 

For  the  seven  years  1890-1896,  it  was  1*48  per  1,000  per  annum. 

For  the  ten  years  1880-1889,  it  was  1*05  ,,  ,, 

Causes  of  Death — diphtheria  4,  scarlet  fever  i,  typhoid  i,  diarrhoea  (infantile) 
3,  measles  15,  phthisis  16,  pulmonary  diseases  18,  heart  disease  8,  cancer  ii, 
accidents  2,  and  other  causes  83. 

During  the  year  7  inquests  were  held  ;  the  verdicts  returned  being  two  from 
suicide  and  five  from  natural  causes. 

With  regard  to  age  at  death  the  annexed  tables  show  that 

Under  one  year  of  age  ...  34  died. 

Between  one  and  five  years  25  „ 

„  five  and  sixty-five  years  51  „ 

And  over  sixty-five  years  ...  52  „ 

of  whom  14  were  above  80  years  old.  The  greatest  age  attained  at  death  was  91 
years.  Of  the  infants’  deaths  1 1  were  attributed  to  congenital  debility  or  premature 
births.  The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  gives  a  proportion  of  115  to 
1,000  births  as  compared  to  136  last  year. 

The  census  for  1891  gives  for  this  Urban  District  a  population  of  11,131,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  has  increased  to  any  considerable  extent  since  that  date.  It  is 
divided  among  the  three  parishes,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of 
mortality  in  each. 


Inhabited 

Houses. 

Population. 

Death. 

Death-rate  per 
xooQ  per  annum. 

Average 
Deaih-rate 
per  1090  per 

Average 

Death-rate  per  1000 
per  annum,  1880-1889 

Kenwyn  ... 

1,146 

5473 

78 

14*25 

annum,  18901896. 

15*67 

18*38 

St.  Mary  . . . 

505 

2,500 

42 

17*00 

19*30 

23*00 

St.  Clement 

635 

3>i58 

42 

13*29 

i6'59 

17*46 

The  births  numbered  295 — Males  138  ;  Females  157. 


The  birth-rate  for  the  year  was  26*59  per  1,000  per  annum. 

,,  for  the  seven  years  1890-1896  was  25*63  per  1,000  per  annum. 

„  for  the  ten  years  1880-1889  was  27*68  „  „ 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. 


During  the  year  I  have  received  58  notices : 


Diphtheria 

..  5  ... 

average  of  seven  years  1890-1896 

3'2 

Scarlet  Fever 

..  15  ... 

99  99 

Typhoid  Fever 

..  20  ... 

99  99  99 

13-0 

Erysipelas  ... 

Small  Pox... 

..  18  ... 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

207 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

. 

99  99  99 

I'O 

The  average  number  of  Notifications  during  the  preceding  six  years,  during 
which  this  act  has  been  in  operation,  was  55. 

Diphtheria.  Five  cases.  One  case  in  May  in  Minnie  Place.  In  August  two 
cases ;  one  arose  in  Bridport  Place,  she  removed  to  her  sister’s  house  on  the  Leats 
before  the  disease  was  recognised,  and  communicated  it  to  her.  December  6th,  one 
case  at  Bosvigo  Road  ;  and  on  December  7th,  one  case  at  James’s  Terrace.  Four  of 
the.  cases  resulted  fatally.  The  houses,  &c.,  were  disinfected,  and  there  was  no 
direct  communication  of  the  disease  except  in  the  case  specified. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Fifteen  cases.  These  cases  arose  here  and  there  in  January, 
March,  July,  August,  September,  and  October,  without  any  connection  being  traced 
between  them,  except  where  two  children  were  affected  in  one  house,  this  occurred 
in  four  instances.  In  view  of  former  experience  it  appeared  to  me  strange  that 
this  disease  showed  so  little  tendency  to  spread.  It  was  also  mild  in  character,  and 
but  one  death  resulted  from  it.  I  believe  parents  take  more  care  than  formerly,  and 
have  learned  the  lesson  to  isolate  the  affected  children  as  far  as  possible,  and  I  find 
also  that  they  are  quite  willing  to  carry  out  the  usual  precautions  by  disinfecting 
clothing,  bedding,  &c. 

Typhoid  Fever.  Twenty  cases.  This  number  is  much  above  the  average  of  recent 
years,  but  throughout  the  country  there  appears  to  have  been  a  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  persons  who  have  suffered  from  this  disease.  In  January  three  children 
in  one  family  were  ill  of  this  disease  in  St.  Clement  Street.  The  sanitary 
surroundings  were  not  above  suspicion.  In  April  there  were  two  cases,  one  in 
Richmond  Opening  and  one  in  Fairniantle  Street.  In  July  seven  cases  occurred  in 
Moresk  Road  and  Pydar  Street,  due,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  contamination  of  the 
Moresk  Road  pump,  either  from  a  broken  sewer  pipe  or  from  using  water  from  the 
river  below  to  make  it  draw.  Another  member  of  one  of  these  families  became  ill  in 
September.  In  August  three  cases  in  St.  Mary’s  Street,  Bdward  Street,  and  Union 
Street.  In  September  a  case  in  Richmond  Hill.  In  October  two  cases  were  notified 
due  to  consumption  of  polluted  oysters  ;  and  in  November  one  case  in  Daniel  Street. 
Except  in  the  cases  specially  noted  it  did  not  appear  possible  to  ascertain  the  origin 
of  the  outbreak.  They  were  chiefly  not  severe  cases,  and  bnt  one  child  died.  The 
two  cases  caused  by  the  consumption  of  oysters  were  specially  reported  on,  and  in 
consequence  an  examination  of  the  foreshores  at  Malpas  was  made  by  some  members 
of  your  Council  and  myself.  We  found  that  the  oysters  laid  down  there  were  open 
to  direct  pollution  by  sewage  from  some  of  the  houses  at  Malpas.  Oysters  from  five 
of  the  beds  were  forwarded  to  Dr.  Kanthack  of  Cambridge  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  his  report  on  them  stated  that  they  showed  fair  evidence  of  sewage 
and  filth  contamination,  that  they  were  kept  too  near  inflowing  sewage,  and  that 
before  they  are  offered  for  sale  they  ought  to  be  kept  for  some  time  in  clean  sea 
water.  Acting  on  this  report  your  Sanitary  Committee  recommended  that  in  futnre 
the  laying  down  of  oysters  on  these  foreshores,  even  for  temporary  purposes,  be 
prohibited. 

Diarrhoea.  Three  deaths  in  very  yonng  infants. 

Inspection  of  District,  &c. 

I  have  as  usual  inspected  various  parts  of  the  City,  and  can  only  reiterate 
what  I  have  said  in  former  reports  that,  although  in  places  greater  cleanliness,  &c., 
is  desirable,  as  a  whole  there  is  not  much  to  complain  of.  The  more  perfect 
ventilation  of  the  sewers,  both  main  and  house,  is  desirable ;  also  the  better  paving 
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around  the  sewer  traps ;  but  these  matters  will  probably  be  remedied  as  the  result 
of  the  inspection  which  I  believe  is  to  be  carried  out  by  Mr.  Bellamy,  The  filling  in 
Moyle’s  Creek  is  a  decided  sanitary  gain,  as  also  the  demolition  of  the  condemned 
houses  in  Mitchell  Hill.  Carlyon’s  cottages,  to  which  I  referred  in  my  last  annual 
report,  have  had  their  sanitary  arrangements  much  improved.  Three  new  public 
urinals  have  been  erected,  and  I  think  that  one  more  at  Campfield  Hill  is  required. 
Main  Sewerage — 224  feet  have  been  altered  from  stone-built  to  pipes  in  Carclew 
street,  129  feet  in  George  street,  and  460  feet  in  Boscawen  row.  Very  little  now 
remains  to  be  altered,  only  short  pieces  in  St.  Dominic  street.  King  street,  and  James’s 
place.  The  flushing  of  the  sewers  has  been  regularly  carried  out  through  the 
summer.  During  the  year  44  tub  closets  were  abolished  and  many  cesspits.  There 
are  now  only  five  tub  closets  in  use,  and  cesspits  within  reasonable  access  to  the  main 
drains  are  only  to  be  found  in  Strangway’s  Villas  and  Lemon  street.  For  this 
information  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Clemens. 

Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.  Five  cases  have  been  admitted.  Two 
diphtheria  and  three  typhoid — one  of  the  diphtheria  cases  resulted  fatally.  Another 
small  ward  has  been  added  to  meet  a  possible  emergency.  The  mortuary  here 
requires  some  alteration  if  it  is  to  be  used  as  a  public  one  for  post  mortem 
examinations. 

Scavenging.  Fairly  carried  out,  but  some  of  the  back  streets  would  be  cleaner 
if  they  received  more  attention.  About  apparently  the  normal  quantity  of  house 
and  other  refuse  (5,000  tons)  has  been  removed  by  the  men  employed  by  your 
Authority. 

Lodging  Houses.  These  have  been  inspected.  Some  time  ago  I  was  informed 
that  these  were  registered,  but  now  the  Chief  Constable  tells  me  he  can  find  no 
record  of  this  being  the  case. 

Slaughter  Houses.  The  same  as  in  previous  years.  They  do  not  at  all  fulfil 
the  requirements  laid  down  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Unsound  Meat,  ^c.  No  complaint. 

Cowsheds.  Dairies,  &c.  These  have  been  inspected,  and  the  alterations 
suggested  and  required  have  been  carried  out  in  most  cases. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The  Chief  Constable  informs  me  that  eighteen 
samples  of  various  kinds  were  taken,  including  ten  of  milk,  and  out  of  all  these  ten 
were  submitted  to  analysis  and  were  found  to  be  all  genuine  with  one  exception. 
This  sample  of  milk  contained  7  per  cent,  of  added  water ;  the  person  supplying  the 
same  was  prosecuted  and  fined. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  Act.  Same  report  as  last  year. 

Overcrowding.  Some  cases  anonymously  reported,  but  only  in  one  instance 
sustained.  This  was  immediately  ameliorated. 

Pollution  of  Rivers.  In  this  respect  we  are  in  the  same  position  as  for  many 
years  past.  The  final  disposal  of  sewage  appears  to  be  a  very  difficult  problem.  The 
contest  at  present  seems  to  be  between  its  chemical  or  bacteriological  treatment. 
The  bacteriological  treatment  of  sewage  as  we  saw  it  at  Bxeter  and  Hendon  appeared 
to  be  effective  and  inoffensive,  and  at  Hendon  we  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  it 
carried  out  by  the  side  of  the  precipitation  process,  much  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
latter.  If  the  Local  Government  Board  sanction  either  the  Exeter  or  Hendon 
mode  of  treatment,  and  either  one  is  found  to  be  applicable  here,  situated  as  we 
are  on  a  tidal  estuary,  it  is  hoped  that  this  very  vexed  question  will  be  finally  settled. 

Water  Supply  of  the  City.  Early  in  the  year  the  Local  Government  Board 
issued  a  circular  calling  the  attention  of  all  Sanitary  Authorities  to  their  responsibil¬ 
ities  in  the  matter  of  securing  to  the  inhabitants  in  their  several  districts  a  proper 
and  sufficient  supply  of  water.  The  condition  of  the  public  wells  in  this  Urban 
District  has  been  for  some  time  a  cause  for  auxiety,  and  four  years  ago,  at  your 
request,  water  from  many  of  the  wells  was  analysed,  with  the  results  contained  in 
my  report  of  January  2nd,  1894.  The  late  epidemics  of  typhoid  have  again  aroused 
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attention  to  this  matter,  and  during  the  last  four  months,  under  your  orders, 
samples  of  water  of  all  the  public  wells  have  been  taken  and  analysed  by  Dr.  Bernard 
Dyer.  I  have  briefly  analysed  his  reports,  and  the  table  below  shows  the  conclusions 
he  has  arrived  at.  The  results  of  his  analysis  are  appended  to  this  report. 

Good  Wells  and  Supply,  according  to  Dr.  Dyed s,  Chemical  Analysis. — Water 
Works,  St.  Clement’s  Hill,  Walsingham  Place,  Fairmantle  Street,  Kenwyn  Street. 

Water  Good,  but  filtration  or  boiling  desirable. — High  Cross,  Daniell  Street, 
Campfield  Hill. 

Water  Fair,  but  filtration  or  boilmg  necessary. — Paul’s  Row,  Mitchell  Hill, 
Lemon  Row,  Barrack  Lane,  Calenick  Street,  George  Street,  Edward  Street. 

Wells  giving  water  iinfit  for  human  consmnption. — St.  Clement  Street,  2 
Boscawen  Street  (Cornish  Bank  and  King  Street),  Carclew  Street,  William  Street, 
Castle  Street,  Little  Castle  Hill,  Boscawen  Row,  Pydar  Street,  Prospect  Place, 
Bosvigo  Hill,  Richmond  Opening,  Moresk  Road,  St.  Clement  Shute. 

These  results  are,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  very  unsatisfactory,  and  are  quite 
sufficient  to  arouse  the  gravest  doubts  as  to  the  danger  we  are  exposed  to  from  the 
present  pump  supply  of  the  City.  I  would,  however,  ask  you  to  refer  to  the  above 
mentioned  report  (January  2nd,  1894)  on  the  “Water  Supply  of  the  City.”  I  then 
gave  a  quotation  from  the  La7icet,  which  shows  very  clearly  how  much  dependance 
should  be  placed  on  the  results  of  chemical  analysis  only.  With  Dr.  Dyer’s  report 
before  you,  it  is  a  grave  matter  for  you  to  consider  whether  the  well-water,  from 
which  the  present  supply  of  the  town  is  chiefly  drawn  can  be  so  improved  and 
protected  as  to  make  it  a  safe  supply.  We  have  the  evidence  of  years  before  us  that 
since  pipe  drainage  has  been  general,  we  have  had  no  serious  epidemic  of  water-borne 
disease,  we  have  indeed  had  two  very  slight  epidemics  of  typhoid,  clearly 
attributable  to  pollution  of  the  neighbouring  pumps  from  ascertained  causes,  and 
from  this  I  think  we  must  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that,  however,  the  water  has  been 
and  is  polluted  it  has  not  carried  typhoid  infection,  except  when  direct  pollution  by 
sewage  occurred.  All  these  public  pumps  are  situated  in  road  ways,  and  in  many 
instances  have  cultivated  gardens  immediately  in  the  neighbourhood,  others  are  in 
the  close  vicinity  of  stables,  and  nearly  all  are  exposed  to  soakage  from  imperfectly 
paved  yards.  It  is  very  possible,  too,  that  the  clayed  joints  of  the  stone- ware 
pipeage  is  not  always  secure,  and  herein  probably  is  the  greatest  danger,  permitting 
leakage  of  sewage.  I  have  no  doubt  that  from  some  or  all  of  these  sources  the  chief 
part  of  the  organic  pollution  found  in  the  well  waters  derives  its  origin.  As 
cesspits  are  all  abolished,  no  contamination  can  arise  in  this  way,  and  the  risk  of 
human  excreta  finding  its  way  into  the  pump  water  must  chiefly  depend  on  the 
security  or  otherwise  afforded  by  the  pipe  sewage.  The  late  outbreak  of  fever  in 
Moresk  Road  bears  this  out,  for  either  soakage  from  a  broken  sewage  pipe  was  the 
cause  or  else  the  use  of  water  (to  make  the  pump  draw)  from  the  river  below.  In 
the  other  instances  of  fever  there  was  no  such  aggregation  of  cases  as  would  lead 
one  to  the  idea  that  they  were  due  to  water  pollution.  Your  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
has,  I  believe,  been  instructed  to  report  on  the  surroundings  of  all  these  pumps,  and 
he  may  be  able  to  tell  you  how  measures  may  be  taken  to  protect  them. 

The  alternative  to  the  present  supply  would  be  the  obligatory  use  of  the 
Water  Works  water.  This  would  require  a  very  large  outlay  in  reservoirs,  filter 
beds,  &c.,  and  you  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  without  the  utmost  and 
continuous  precautions,  the  city  might  be  exposed  to  an  outbreak  of  disease  such  as 
recently  has  occurred  at  Maidstone,  King’s  Lynn,  and  Camborne.  From  the  nature 
of  the  gathering  ground  of  the  Water  Works  Company — pasture  and  arable  land, 
and  open  also  to  storm  water  from  several  roads — it  will  be  necessary,  if  you  decide 
on  adopting  this  water  supply,  to  take  unusual  precautions  to  render  it  pure.  Dr. 
Dyer’s  analysis  of  this  water  is  very  favourable,  and  it  has  evidently  been  very  much 
improved  since  the  analysis  of  1893  There  is  one  point  in  connection  with  this 
which  may  help  you  to  a  decision,  and  that  is,  that  the  large  majority  of  elosets  in 
the  town  are  pan  closets  without  any  water  supply,  so  far  this  objectionable 
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arrangement  could  not  be  avoided ;  if,  however,  you  had  the  water  works  in  your 
own  hands  there  would  be,  I  believe,  a  compulsory  service,  which  would  lead  to  a 
much  better  state  in  these  matters  than  exists  at  present. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  wish  to  be  permitted  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
Mr.  W.  Clemens — on  his  retirement  from  sanitary  work — for  his  ever  ready  willing¬ 
ness  to  give  me  information  and  assistance  in  carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  office  I 
hold  under  your  Authority. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 


To  the  Truro  Urban  Sanitary  Commitee. 


Yours  faithfully, 

EDW.  SHARP. 
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Dr.  BERNARD  DYER’S  ANAEYSES  ol  the  Truro  Public  Wells  and  Water  Works  Water. 
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^Oxygen  absorbed  by  oxidisable  organic  matter,  &c.,  from  a  solution  of  permanganate  of  potash  at  a  temperature  of  80°  Fahrenheit,  in  15  minutes  and  in  4  hours. 
fFeet — refer  to  depth  of  •well. 

Samples  of  Water  takew  : — Nos.  1  to  6,  on  25th  Oct.,  1897  ;  Nos.  7  to  12.  on  16th  Nov.,  1897  ;  No.  13  to  18,  received  on  10th  Dec.,  1897  ;  No.  19  to  24. 
received  on  Ist  Jan.,  1898  ;  Nos.  25  to  30  taken  on  20th  January,  1898. 


TRURO, 

November  ist,  1897. 


Gentlemen. 


In  my  report  for  the  last  month  I  have  to  record  the  occurrence  of  two  cases 
of  typhoid  fever.  The  houses  in  which  the  two  patients  reside  are  apparently  in 
gcod  sanitary  condition,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  their  illness  is  due  to 
either  milk  or  water  pollution.  The  circumstances  about  these  cases  point  to  the 
strong  probability  that  they  were  attributable  to  eating  unwholesome  oysters ;  that 
is,  oysters  in  some  such  unhealthy  condition  as  would  be  the  cause  of  illness  when 
made  use  of  as  food. 


On  October  5th,  a  supper  party  was  given  at  which  oysters  (raw)  were 
partaken  of  by  some  freely,  by  others  much  more  sparingly,  as  these  last  doubted 
their  quality.  Seven  persons  partook  of  them. 

No.  I.  Eat  heartily,  taken  ill  next  day  with  sickness  and  diarrhoea,  worked 
with  diflEiculty  for  a  week,  then  became  too  ill  to  work,  and  was  notified  as  a  case  of 
typhoid  on  October  i6th. 

No.  2.  Eat  a  few  oysters.  On  October  nth  felt  poorly,  and  continued 
unwell  for  some  days,  case  notified  as  typhoid  on  October  27th. 


No.  3. 
gastric  pains. 

No.  4. 
subsequently. 

No.  5. 

No.  6. 

No.  7. 
now  well. 


Eat  about  4  oysters.  On  the  night  of  6th — 7th  felt  very  ill,  sick 
&c.  Soon  recovered. 

Eat  a  few.  Did  not  consider  them  fit  to  eat,  had  diarrhoea 
Now  well. 

Eat  a  large  number  without  any  inconvenience  resulting. 

Eat  about  half  a  dozen,  diarrhoea  followed  for  a  week,  now  fairly  well. 
Eat  three  oysters,  next  day  had  gastric  cramp  followed  by  diarrhoea. 


From  the  above  statement  it  appears  that  six  persons  out  of  the  seven  who 
partook  of  these  oysters  suffered  more  or  less  afterwards. 

Four  of  them  eat  but  a  few,  as  they  disliked  their  appearance  or  taste,  and 
suffered  little  comparatively.  One  who  eat  heartily  of  them  escaped  entirely.  The 
remaining  two  ultimately  developed  typhoid. 

These  oysters  were  supplied  by  an  oyster  merchant  at  Malpas,  who  tells  me 
they  were  taken  from  the  oyster  bed  on  the  morning  of  October  5th  ;  that  they  had 
been  laid  down  for  four  years,  that  he  had  been  delivering  from  this  bed  throughout 
the  season  and  has  not  had  any  complaint  ;  that  the  oyster  bed  is  situated  at 
Criemsey  below  Malpas,  on  the  Tregothnan  (East)  side  of  the  river ;  that  there  are 
other  oyster  beds  both  below  and  above  his,  and  that  no  complaint  had  been  heard 
about  oysters  sold  from  them. 

I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  oysters  were  the  cause  of  these 
several  gastro-intestinal  attacks  of  illness,  with  the  further  result  of  two  of  them 
developing  typhoid  fever. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obediently, 


To  the  Truro  Urban  Sanitary  Authority, 


EDW.  SHARP. 
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Table  of  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1897,  in  the  Truro  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified 

according  to  Disease,  Ages,  and  Localties. 
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State  here  whether  “Notification  of  Infectious  Disease"  is  compulsory  in  the  District — Yes.  Since  when  November  \\th,  1889.  Besides  the  above-mentioned 

Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns  with  blank  headings  the  names  of  any  that  are  notifiable  in  the  District,  and  fill  the  columns  accordingly.  State  here  the  name  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital  used  by  the  sick  of  the  District.  Mark  (H)  the  Locality  in  which  such  Hospital  is  situated — Injccttous  Ihs^ase'<  Hoftpital. 


Form  C 


Year  1897 


District  J^o.  21. 

(Vide  last  Monthly  Return.) 

CORNWALL  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


^anifBrg  (^ommiffFL 


Medical  Officer's  Preliminary  Form. 

FOR  rHE  AREA  EMBRACED  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRURO. 


It  is  particularly  requested  that  this  may  be  filled  up  and  returned  to  the  HON.  JOHN  R.  de 
C.  BOSCAWEN,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  at  Truro,  before  the  Fifteenth  day  of  January,  and  the 
Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  by  the  Fifteenth  day  of  February,  1898,  for  the  convenience  of 
tabulation,  &c. 


Name  of  M.O.H  aud  chief  degree— SHARP,  M.R.C.S.,  and  L.S.A. 


Postal  Address — 18,  Lemon  Street,  Truro. 


Date  of  original  appointment  as  M.O.H.  for  the  District  I — 1876. 


For  life 
or  temporaryl 


— Temporary. 


Salary,  ^'50 


Is  it  approved  by  Local  (  y^g 
Government  Board  I  ) 


How  much  of  it  is  paid  by 
the  County  Council  I 


£ 


YEAR  1897. 


Births  Registered. 

Deaths 

Registered. 

Male 

Female  Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Natural 

Increase 

138 

157  295 

77 

85 

162 

133 

Birth  Rate  per  annum  per  1,000  of  pop.  26’59  Death  Rate  ditto  i4'55 


Deaths  under  1  year  old  1 

per  1,000  births  [115 


Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1,000  1 
of  the  Population,  taken  as  |  21 
per  Monthly  Returns  ’ 


Diseases  prevalent  during  the  year? — Measles  Epidemic. 

Period  ? — Spring.  What  action  taken  ? — Schools  closed  temporarily. 

Hospital  Accommodation? — Infectious  Diseases’  Hospital.  No.  of  Beds? — 8 

At  what  places  in  the  District  is  Isolation  1 
accommodation  most  needed  ?  i 

Is  Notification  I  Total  cases  notified  )  g  Rate  per  )  Total  Cost  i  „ 

Act  in  force?  1  during  1897  ?  1,000  of  pop.  j  ^  in  Fees?  •  5  • 

Schools  closed  on  account  of  ')  Central,  British,  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Wesleyan,  St.  George’s,  and 
Epidemic  prevalence  of  disease  ?  )  St.  Paul’s  Boy’s  School. 

This  Form  is  issued  in  Triplicate,  one  copy  is  to  be  retained  by  the  Medical 
Officer,  one  should  be  returned  to  me  before  the  Fifteenth  of  January,  and  the  other 
sent  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority. 

JOHN  R.  de  C.  BOSCAWEN, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 


Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  continued. 


No. 

SUBJECT. 

REMARKS. 

I 

What  systematic  Inspec¬ 
tion  have  you  made 
during  1897,  under 
Housing  of  the  VVork- 
ing  Classes  Act,  1890, 
Public  Health  Act  & 
other  Statutes  ? 

See  Annual  Report. 

2 

General  conditions  of 
House  Accommodation? 

Generally  good. 

3 

Is  it  adequate  to  the 
reasonable  requirements 
of  the  Working  Classes 
of  the  District  ? 

Apparently  so. 

4 

Give  particulars  respect¬ 
ing  overcrowding  if 
any  ? 

Some  complaints — not  sustained  on  examination. 

5 

What  houses  were  closed 
under  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890? 

Houses  in  Mitchell  Hill. 

6 

Houses  repaired  and  put 
into  proper  Sanitary 
condition  by  the  owners 
after  notice  from  the 
Authority  ? 

Any  Refusals  ? 

Carlyon's  cottages,  and 

See  Surveyor’s  Report. 

7 

Special  Sanitary  Work 
done  by  the  Authority 
during  the  year,  with 
total  expenditure  upon 
each  ? 

See  Surveyor’s  Report. 

8 

(a)  Drainage  . 

Some  of  the  remaining  old  sewage  re-constructed. 

9 

ip)  Water  Supply 

Water  from  a  great  many  pumps  analysed. 

10 

(f)  Excrement  Disposal 

Remaining  privy  pits  nearly  all  abolished,  also  tnb  closets. 

1 1 

{d )  Scavenging . 

Fair. 

12 

(e)  Sewage  Disposal . . . 

No  alteration. 

13 

What  Special  Works 
are  now  in  con¬ 
templation  ? 

Final  disposal  of  Sewage. 

14 

What  special  Sanitary 
work  recommended 
by  the  M.O.H.  in 
previous  years  re¬ 
mained  undone  in 
1897? 

Construction  of  Main  intercepting  sewers. 

Final  disposal  of  Sewage. 

15 

Number  of  Certificates 
of  Water  Supply  to 
j,jew  Dwelling  Houses? 

16 

Name  the  place  in  the 
District  without  an 
adequate  &  accessible 
supply  of  pure  drink¬ 
ing  water . 

Plenty  of  water,  but  absolute  purity  more  than  doubtful  as  result  of  analysis. 

17 

Owners  of  Water-works 
where  there  are  any, 
and  any  complaint 
against  the  supply  ? 

Truro  Water  Works  Company. 

No. 

18 

Burial  Grounds  and 
Mortuaries  : 

(a)  State  of  the  Parish 
Churchyard  ? 

(i)  Other  Cemetaries  ? 
Give  the  names  and 
your  suggestions. 

As  last  year. 

Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  continued. 


No. 

SUBJECT. 

REMARKS. 

19 

Have  you  inspected 
Railway  Station  Closets 
Urinals,  &c.,  and  con¬ 
dition  ? 

No. 

20 

Bakehouses  . 

Are  they  Registered  ? 

Yes. 

21 

Slaughter-houses  ? 

Are  they  Registered  ? 

Yes. 

22 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops. 

Are  they  registered  and 
regularly  inspected  under 
the  L.G.B.  orders  of 
1895  and  1896  ? 

Yes. 

23 

Common  lodging  houses 
Are  they  Registered  ? 

Yes. 

24 

Offensive  Trades . 

Any  complaints  ? 

No. 

25 

Any  remarks  respecting 

Vaccination  . 

Non-Vaccinated  Pros¬ 
ecutions  ? 

Vaccination  not  enforced. 

None. 

26 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs’ 
Act. 

{a)  Number  of  Samples 
purchased  for  Analysis 

{b)  Prosecutions  . 

Any  recommendation  ? 

See  Chief  Constable’s  Report. 

27 

Seizures  of  Food  unfit 
for  human  consumption? 
Prosecutions  ? 

None. 

28 

What  Special  Drain¬ 
age  or  other  Sanitary 
work  do  you  recom¬ 
mend  to  be  done  in 
your  district  ? 

Construction  of  Main  Intercepting  Sewers. 

Consideration  of  Water  Supply. 

29 

River  Pollution,  where  ? 

{a)  By  Sewage  . 

{b)  Mine  Refuse . 

{c)  China  Clay  Refuse 
)  Other  Causes 
Complaints,  &  by  whom? 

Rivers  Allen  and  Kenwyn. 

Ruan  River. 

Every  summer  and  autumn  at  West  Bridge  by  occupiers. 

30 

Wells  condemned,  and 
reasons  why  ? 

See  Annual  Report. 

31 

What  Special  Precautions 
taken  against  Cholera 
during  1897  ? 

Any  recommendation 
for  1898? 

Usual  clean  up  in  summer  and  periodical  disinfection  of  sewers. 

32 

What  Disinfectants 

supplied  free  by  the 
Authority  ? 

Jeye’s,  Carbolic  Acid,  Sanitas,  Corrosive  Sublimate  in  Solution. 

• 

33 

Name  the  Elementary 
Schools,  the  Sanitary 
arrangements  of  which 
you  have  found  de¬ 
fective  during  the  year? 

34 

Does  your  Authority 
undertake  the  removal 
of  House  Refuse,  &c., 
under  the  42nd  Sec. 
of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1876  ? 

Yes. 

35 

Enumerate  subjects  of 
such  Bye-laws  as  may 
be  in  existence  in  your 
District. 

36 

Any  proceedings  taken 
under  Bye-laws  during 
the  year  ? 

Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  —coniinued. 


No. 

37 

SUBJECT. 

REMARKS. 

Any  Special  Report  required 
by  the  Local  Government 
Board  during  the  year  ? 

No 

38 

Total  number  of  intermediate 
and  other  Reports  made  by 
the  A'l.O.H.  during  the  year? 

Monthly  Reports. 

On  sickness,  resulting  from  consumption  of  oysters. 

39 

40 

Have  copies  of  all  these 
Special  Reports  been  sup¬ 
plied  to  the  County  Council 

as  per  L.G.B.  Order  of 
23rd  March,  1891  ? 

Yes. 

Has  the  Sanitary  Authority 
adopted  or  refused  ? 

{a)  The  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  Act,  1889. 

Adopted. 

41 

42 

{b)  The  Infectious  Diseases 
Prevention  Act,  1890 

Adopted. 

(r)  The  Public  Health  .Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Adopted. 

43 

Have  any  Bye-laws  been 
made  by  your  Authority 
under  these  or  other  Acts  ? 

No  information. 

44 

Is  there  any  Isolation  Hos¬ 
pital,  or  have  any  steps  been 
taken  to  establish  one  ? 

Yes. 

45 

Is  there  any  Disinfecting 
Apparatus  ? 

No. 

46 

Is  the  M.O.  H.’s  Annual 
Report  printed  and  a  copy 
supplied  to  every  member 
of  the  Authority  ? 

(It  should  be  ))rinted  in  pica  type  on  foolscap  paper,  when  the 
County  Council  would  be  obliged  by  three  copies). 

Yes. 

47.  Return  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  December  31SL,  1897. 


Small  Pox. 

Diphtheria  and 
Memb.  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Fevers. 

Measles 

2 

0 

Whooping 
^  Cough 

0 

Diarrhoea  and 

oi  Dysentery 
'  n> 

Influenza 

Total. 

Typhoid. 

Continued' 

Puerperal 

1 

Notified  Cases 

5 

18 

15 

20 

58 

Average  Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

•4 

16 

I '3 

5'2 

Deaths. 

4 

I 

I 

15 

3 

24 

Average  Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

■3 

o'8 

08 

ib. 

1 

I '3  j 

2 

2'I 

Dated  i\th  January,  1898. 


(Signed)  EDWARD  SHARP, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Truro. 
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